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theme for a famous ballad. Further, It was fabled
that twice a year the Burgomaster and council of
Llibeck solemnly drank Hippokras out of silver cups
made from Wittenberg's confiscated property, repeat-
ing the while a Low German distich that reminded
them of their stern duty and their predecessor's sad
fate. Modern accurate research, pitiless in the
destruction of picturesque legends has discovered
that these cups were not made till the sixteenth
century, and were paid for by a tax levied on Born-
holm, then in rebellion.

After the cruel defeat due to Wittenborg, the cities
concluded an armistice with Waldemar, an armi-
stice that might easily have been converted into a.
permanent peace, for the towns were not eager to
fight It was too great an interruption to trade.
Moreover, the war expenses had exceeded their calcu-
lations, times were bad, harvests scant, food scarce,
and, to crown all, the Black Death had reappeared
in Europe and was devastating whole districts.

But Waldemar had resolved to break entirely the
power of the Hansa. Once more he befooled it in
diplomatic negotiations, and in the midst of the truce
attacked its herring settlements at Scania, and cap-
tured some merchant vessels that passed through the
Belt.

The towns held council, Waldemar was offered
terms. Yet again he befooled them, and when he-
soon after married his only child Margaret, celebrated
in history as the Semiramis of the North, to Hakon,.
heir to the thrones of Sweden and Norway, thus pre-
paring the union of the three northern kingdoms-